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Comparison of Clay Compositions of Jingdezhen Porcelain and Arita Ware
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The clay compositions of seven pieces of Yuan-Ming dynasty antique ceramics produced in
China (Jingdezhen) were determined by synchrotron X-ray fluorescence spectrometry.
Correlations between trace elements that are poorly soluble in water among the measured
elements were investigated and compared with the clay composition of porcelain from the early
Edo period in Arita, Japan. There were significant differences between the mother body clay
compositions of old porcelain from Jingdezhen and Arita. Since kaolinite is thought to have
been used in China from the early stage of porcelain production, the difference was examined
from the composition of kaolinite.
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