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Studies on Identification of Pottery and Pottery Stone of the Porcelains Found at
Mietsu Naval Facility Site, in Saga, Japan, Recommended as a World Heritage
Candidate by Japanese Government
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(English)
A lot of porcelains were found at Mietu Naval Facility site located in Kawasoe-machi and
Morotomi machi, Saga city, Japan which has been recommended as a World Heritage candidate
by Japanese Government. On the porcelains pictures of NADAGOSHICHOMON or letters of
OFUNAKATA, UMI, YAKU are drawn. NADAGOSHICHOMON is a picture of the Saga
Domain order and the letters of OFUNAKATA, UMI and YAKU mean the feudal
government office of Mietu Naval Facility. These porcelains were analyzed by an x-ray
fluorescence using synchrotron at BLO7 in Tosu, Japan. Main characteristic elements were
Rb, Sr and Zr and their ratio depended on a kind of porcelains.

The porcelains of the NABESHIMA Saga Domain indicated the element ratio of Rb>Sr<Zr,
but the porcelains found in Mietu indicated mainly Rb<Sr>Zr. Porcelains of the Saga Domain
were prepared by using IZUMIYAMA pottery stones in the Edo period. The element
composition was Rb>Sr<Zr. Element composition of the porcelains produced in ARITA
STOYAMA, SHIRAISHI and YOSHIDA potteries was determined and it was different from
that of SHIDA potteries. From the shape of the porcelains found at Mietu it is inferred that

that they were prepared in Shida (Shiota-machi, Ureshino city, Saga, Japan) by using pottery
stone of rhyolite rock near Shida-machi.
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