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Comparison of Chemical Composition of Porcelains Found at Shiraishi Pottery Factories,
Miyaki, Saga, Japan, with that of Porcelains Found at Mietsu Naval Facility Site of a World
Heritage Place by Cyclotron Fluorescence X-ray Analysis
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(English)

A lot of porcelains were found at Mietu Naval Facility site located in Kawasoe-machi and
Morotomi machi, Saga city, Japan which has been approved as a World Heritage by UNESCO
in July, 2015. Pictures of NADAGOSHICHOMON or letters of OFUNAKATA, UMI, YAKU are
drawn on the porcelains. In order to know the production places of the porcelains we
analyzed the chemical composition of porcelains found at Shiraishi pottery production place,
Miyaki-machi, Saga, Japan and compared with those of porcelains found at Mietsu Naval
Facility site. Shiraishi pottery production factories used Amakusa ceramic clay same as pottery
production factories of Shida. Porcelains produced in Shiraishi show high concentration of
manganese. Another characteristic of Shiraishi pottery is “Hibi-yaki” that is porcelains
having cracked lines on the surface of pottery. We also analyzed a local ceramic cray,
Gokoku san which was mixed with Amakusa in Shiraishi pottery factories.
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