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(English)

A lot of glass beads were found in potteries where dead persons were buried in Higashi-
Yamada Ipponsugi and Niiji Ipponnmatsu tombs in Yamato, Saga, Japan. The tombs are
assumed to be made in late Yayoi period. Glass beads excavated from Higashi-Yamada
Ipponsugi tomb site were dark-blue glass beads of four and one green glass bead. Glass beads
excavated from Niiji Ipponmatsu tombs site were sky-blue glass beads of 14 and black-deep
blue glass beads of 21. The glass beads were analyzed by synchrotron X-ray fluorescence
spectrophotometry. The chemical composition of the glass beads was different each other. The




dark blue glass beads of four are consisted of a large amount of manganese and iron and a
small amount of copper, cobalt and copper. A green glass bead contains a large amount of
copper and iron. Sky blue grass beads of 14 contain a large amount of copper and a small
amount of iron. Black deep-blue glass beads of 25 consist of large amount of manganese and
iron. Other chemical components of the glass beads were also determined. The dark blue glass
beads were composed by strontium and zirconium. The green glass beads contained lead, the
sky blue glass beads contained rubidium and lead. The black-dark blue glass beads contain
rubidium, strontium and mercury. The glass beads were classified to 4 groups: alkaline earth
glass, lead glass, alkaline-lead glass and alkaline alkaline-earth glass, respectively.
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