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Estimation of Production Places of the Porcelains Related to “KOSEIKAN”
Medical School at the Late Edo Period in Saga by Synchrotron X-ray Fluorescence
Analysis
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Large scale excavation survey were carried out in 1~7 choume, Hyogo-machi, Saga-city for 8
years from 2001 to 2008 by the board of education of Saga city. A lot of porcelain bowls and
plates were found. Letters of “KO”, “SEI” and “KAN” had been drawn on the surfaces of the
bowls and the plates. The letters are the hospital name “KOSEIKAN” which was the medical
school built in 1834 at the late Edo period by the 10™ lord Naomasa Nabeshima. The name was
coms from the “SHOKYOU” written in China. The name means disseminating to everyone
the virtue to cherish the life of a man. He encouraged western medical treatment and did
vaccination to his son for the first time in Japan.

We analyzed the porcelains by the method of synchrotron X-ray fluorescence analysis and
compared the composition of the porcelains with those found at the Mietsu Naval Facility site
and at the old porcelain production areas located in Hizen, Saga. The porcelains found at the
Mietsu Naval Facility site had been produced in three different areas, but the porcelains on
which the letters of “KO”, “SEI” and “KAN” had been drawn was estimated to have been
produced in the one area of Yoshida and Shida in Ureshino-city of Fujitsu-gun, Saga
prefecture.
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